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trouble in the army. I showed this telegram to His Majesty
and he returned it to me with the following words written
on the margin: "I hope they will be hanged."
At this juncture, I hit upon the idea of dispatching two
military trains, one from Kharbin westward, the other from
European Russia eastward, under the command of two firm
and resolute generals, instructed to open up normal traffic
on the Siberian roads and remove the causes which hin-
dered the regular functioning of the roads. His Majesty
was pleased by this idea and adopted my plan. General
Meller-Zakomelski was placed at the head of the expedition
which had Moscow as its starting-point, while the train
dispatched from Kharbin was put under the command of
General Rennenkampf. The two generals were ordered to
reopen normal traffic and restore order along the Siberian
railways at any price. They acquitted themselves of their
task with eminent success, and the two trains effected a
junction near Chita. Naturally enough, this extraordinary
measure could not be carried into effect without severe re-
pressions. On reaching Chita, which was entirely in the
hands of revolutionists, General Rennenkampf proceeded to
execute a number of people. While he was restoring order
at Chita, my wife once came to me in alarm and showed
me a telegram sent to her from Brussels, in the name of
the Russian revolutionary group of that city. It read as
follows: "If your husband does not immediately cancel
Rennenkampf s death sentences, he and the following men
(names follow) will be executed, your daughter and grand-
son will be killed on the same day." As a matter of fact,
my daughter lived in Brussels with her husband, K. V, Nary-
shkin, who served at our Embassy, and they had a one-year
old boy for whom both my wife and myself had an affec-
tion almost morbid in its intensity. Of course, I paid no
heed to this threat, which, by the way, the revolutionists
failed to carry out. This incident illustrates the perfection